Alaska Curriculum Materials Survey Results

Each Alaska district was asked to complete an online survey about the published curriculum materials that they have adopted in reading and math to obtain the following information:

1. How purchase decisions are made

2. How determinations are made about alignment to state standards and GLEs
3. What curriculum materials are currently in use
Response Rate

The survey was available online from December 14, 2009 until February 7, 2010. During that time period, 43 districts or 80 percent of the 54 Alaska districts completed the survey.  
Respondents

District staff designated by the superintendent reported on the reading and mathematics curricula, including texts, that the district has adopted/purchased.  In some cases there was only one respondent from the district. In other cases, there were multiple respondents. The responses of all respondents for each district were combined so that there was a single result for each district. 

Respondents reported their roles as follows: 

	Role
	Number of responses
	Percent of responses

	Superintendent
	11
	26 percent

	Curriculum director
	22
	51 percent

	Other administrator
	18
	41 percent


*Because there were multiple respondents from some districts, the number of respondent roles exceeds the number of districts.
Of the 43 districts that responded, 36 districts (84 percent) reported on reading and math curricula, six (14 percent) reported on reading curriculum only, and two (4 percent) reported on math curriculum only. 
Reading Curriculum Adoption/purchase decision process
When asked about their reading curriculum, 85 percent of the districts reported having a district-wide adoption process in place and 47 percent had recently completed a reading textbook adoption process. These districts overwhelmingly (73 percent) reported a four-six year reading textbook adoption cycle.  When asked how the district decides what published reading curriculum materials to purchase, 83 percent reported that the decision is made by a review committee. Schools are involved in this process to varying degrees: 56 percent of districts had a curriculum team representative from each site or invited teachers who would be using the curriculum to volunteer to review the options under consideration (32 percent). There were 64 percent of districts reporting that each school in the district purchases the same reading curriculum materials.

Reading Curriculum Determinations about alignment to state standards and GLEs

The reading curriculum materials are determined to be aligned to the state standards and GLEs in the following ways: 

	Who Aligns Curriculum?
	Number of Districts
	Percentage of Districts

	Curriculum not yet aligned
	3
	8.3

	District office staff 
	5
	13.9

	Teams from each site 
	10
	27.8

	Textbook publisher
	4
	11.1

	District staff & teachers
	2
	6.9

	District team & publisher
	3
	10.3

	Curriculum committee
	4
	13.8

	Teachers
	3
	10.3

	Total Districts
	34
	


Reading Curriculum materials in current use
For the Grade Span K-2 Reading Curriculum materials, 85 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted reading curriculum and 91 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core reading curriculum.
Grade Span K-2 reading curriculum materials:

	Publisher
	Title
	Year of Adoption
	Number of Districts

	Harcourt Brace
	Trophies

Storytown 
	2005

2009

2006
	1

2

	Houghton Mifflin
	Houghton Mifflin Reading 
	2004-08 phased in unspecified

2005

2007

2008
	2

1

3

1

	Success for All
	Kinder Corner/Roots/Wings
	1999
	1

	Linda Mood Bell, Great Source, Saxon
	Linda Mood Bell LIPS, Visualizing/Verbalizing, Saxon Phonics, Seeing Stars, Patterns for Success, Great Source Language Arts Resources
	2008
	1

	McGraw Hill
	MH 2003 for K-5
	2004
	1

	MacMillian/ McGraw Hill
	Treasures
	2009

2007
	3

	Scott-Foresman
	Reading Streets
	2010
	1

	Scholastic
	Literacy Place
	2001
	1

	SRA
	Open Court
	2006

2005
	4

	SRA/McGraw Hill
	Reading Mastery

SRA Reading Mastery

SRA McGraw Hill

Reading Mastery
	2003

(not specified)

2000

2009
	5

	Sopris West
	Read Well
	2005
	1

	Reading Horizons
	Intensive Phonics
	2009
	1

	Wright Group, Sunshine (English and Yup’ik)
	Balanced Literacy Model
	2001
	1

	unspecified
	Let’s Go Learn
	unspecified
	1


For the Grade Span 3-5 Reading Curriculum materials, 79 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted reading curriculum and 94 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core reading curriculum.
Grade Span 3-5 reading curriculum materials:

	 Publisher
	Title
	Year of Adoption
	Number of Districts

	Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
	Treasures (3-6)

Treasures
	2009

2007
	3

	McGraw Hill
	McGraw-Hill
	2003
	1

	SRA McGraw Hill
	Reading Mastery
Reading Mastery
	2003

2009


	2

	SRA
	Open Court
Open Court

Trade Books (no specific curriculum)
	2006

2005
	4

	Houghton Mifflin Company
	Houghton Mifflin Reading
Reading

Reading

Reading

Reading

Reading and Horizons

Invitation to Literacy

Not specified
	2004-2008 phased

2001

2004

2005

2007

2005

Not specified

Not specified
	8

1

	Linda Mood Bell, Great Source, Saxon, Center for Lit
	Linda Mood Bell LIPS, Visualizing/Verbalizing, 
Saxon Phonics, Seeing Stars, Patterns for Success, Great Source Language Arts resources, 
Teaching the Classics
	2008
	1

	Scott-Foresmen
	Reading Streets
	2010
	1

	Success for All
	Roots/Wings
	1999
	1

	Harcourt Brace
	Trophies
Storytown

Storytown  
	2005
2009

2006
	1

2

	Kendall/Hunt Publishing
	Pegasus II
	2005
	1

	Scholastic
	Scholastic Literacy Place
	2001
	1

	Rigby
	Literacy By Design
	2008
	1

	unspecified 
	Let’s Go Learn
	unspecified
	1


For the Grade Span 6-8 Reading Curriculum materials, 79 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted reading curriculum and 94 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core reading curriculum.
Grade Span 6-8 Reading Curriculum materials:
	 Publisher
	Title
	Year of Adoption
	Number of Districts

	SRA McGraw Hill
	Reading Mastery
Reading Mastery

Open Court
	2003
2009

2007
	2

1

	McDougal Littell
	McDougal Littell Literature
Language Network

Language of Literature
	2009
2003

1997
	3

	Linda Mood Bell, Great Source, Saxon, Center for Lit
	Linda Mood Bell LIPS, Visualizing/Verbalizing, Saxon Phonics, Seeing Stars, Patterns for Success, Great Source Language Arts resources, Teaching the Classics
	2008
	1

	Pearson Prentice Hall

	Literature
Literature

Literature @ 7th & 8th
	2006
2007

2009
	3

	Holt Rinehart Winston
	Elements of Literature
Elements of Literature Elements of Language
Elements of Literature (grades 7-8)
	2007
2005

2004

2009
	4

	Scott-Foresman
	Reading Streets and Achievement 3000
	2010
	1

	Harcourt Brace Jovanovitch
	Storytown @ 6th
	2009
	1

	 unspecified
	 Use various materials and methods based on local and state standards
 “trade books aligned to standards 

Various Reading materials and supplements
	Unspecified

1999
	1

	Houghton Mifflin
	Day Book of Critical Reading and Writing
HM Reading 2001 (6th)
unspecified
	Unspecified

unspecified

unspecified
	1

2

2

	Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
	Treasures
	2009
	1

	Renaissance Learning
	Language Arts in a Box /AR
	2006
	1

	EMC Paradigm
	EMC Series
	2003
	2

	Hampton Brown
	Inside
	2009
	1

	Sopris West
	Language! (7-8)
	2007
	2

	Scholastic
	Literacy Place - 6th Grade
Scholastic XL
	2001
unspecified
	2

	Hampton Brown 
	Reader's Journey 
	2007
	1

	Success for All
	Wings/Reading Edge
	1999
	1

	Follett (various publishers)
	literature based program
	2005
	1


For the Grade Span 9-12 Reading Curriculum materials, 66 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted reading curriculum and 92 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core reading curriculum.
Grade Span 9-12 Reading Curriculum materials:

	 Publisher
	Title
	Year of Adoption
	Number of Districts

	SRA McGraw Hill
	Reading Mastery

	2003
2009
	2

	Glencoe 
	Glencoe World Literature (9th),
	2009-10
 
	1

	Linda Mood Bell, Great Source, Saxon, Center for Lit
	Linda Mood Bell LIPS, Visualizing/Verbalizing, Saxon Phonics, Seeing Stars, Patterns for Success, Great Source Language Arts resources, Teaching the Classic Linda Mood Bell LIPS, Visualizing/Verbalizing, Saxon Phonics, Seeing Stars, Patterns for Success, Great Source Language Arts resources
	2008
	1

	Prentice Hall
	Literature
Language Arts/Grammar
	2006,2003

2009
	2

2

	Pearson
	Achievement 3000
	2010
	1

	Holt, Rinehart, & Winston
	Elements of Literature 
Elements of Language
	2000

2005
2007 
2004

	5

1

	 unspecified
	Use various materials and methods based on local and state standards.
	unspecified
	1

	 unspecified
	Write Source and Novels
	unspecified
	1

	McDougal Littell
	Language Network
Anthologies

Literature Series
unspecified
	2003
2009

2009

unspecified
	3

1

	various
	A variety of literature 
	2007
	1

	Renaissance Learning
	Language Arts in a Box/AR
	2006/07
	1

	EMC Paradigm
	EMC Series
	2003
	2

	Hampton Brown
	Edge
	2009
2007
	2

	Sopris West 
	Language! 
	2006 & 2007
	2

	 unspecified
	Writer's Express - Independent Reading
	2004
	1

	Pearson, Prentice Hall
	British Literature, American Literature, and World Literature
	2007
	1

	Success for All Foundation
	Reading Edge
	1999
	

	Follett (various publishers)
	literature program
	2005
	1


Math Curriculum Adoption/purchase decision process
When asked about their math curriculum, 84 percent of the districts had a district-wide adoption process in place and 58 percent had recently completed a math textbook adoption process. There were 29 percent of districts reporting a one to three year math textbook adoption cycle and 43 percent reported a four-six year math textbook adoption cycle.  When asked how the district decides what published math curriculum materials to purchase, 85 percent reported that the decision is made by a review committee. Schools are involved in this process to varying degrees: 52 percent had a curriculum team representative from each site or (34 percent) invited teachers who would be using the curriculum to volunteer to review the options under consideration. There were 67 percent of the districts reporting that each school in the district purchases the same math curriculum materials.

Math Curriculum Determinations about alignment to state standards and GLEs
The math curriculum materials are determined to be aligned to the state standards and GLEs in the following ways: 

	Who Aligns Curriculum?
	Number of Districts
	Percentage of Districts

	Curriculum not yet aligned
	3
	9.1

	District office staff 
	7
	21.2

	Teams from each site 
	11
	33.3

	Textbook publisher
	3
	9.1

	District staff & teachers
	2
	6.0

	Curriculum committee
	4
	11.8

	Teachers
	3
	8.8

	Total Districts
	33
	


Math curriculum materials in current use
For the Grade Span K-2 math curriculum materials, 83 percent of districts require   their teachers to follow the adopted math curriculum and 87 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core math curriculum.
Grade Span K-2 Math Curriculum materials:

	Publisher
	Title
	 Year of Adoption
	 Number of Districts

	Math-U-See
	Math-U-See
	2005
	

	Wright Group/McGraw Hill

	Everyday Math
Everyday Math

Everyday Math
Everyday Math

Everyday Math
	2008-09
2007

2010

1998

1999, 2000
	10

	SRA McGraw Hill


	Mathematics

Growing with Mathematics

	?

2007, 2000
	1

2

	Right Start, Larsen's, State of AK, 
	Right Start Math, Alaska Performance Tasks, Problem Solvers, Larsen's Math
	2008
	1

	Saxon 
	Kinder Corner

Saxon Math
	1999

2008
2007

2002
	7

	Houghton Mifflin
	HM Math
Math Expressions
	2007, 2006

2003
	2

	Kendall/Hunt
	Math Trailblazzers
	2002
	1

	Math Learning Center
	Bridges
	2001,2007
	2

	Harcourt
	Harcourt Math
	2006/07
	

	Glencoe
	unspecified
	2002
	

	Singapore Math
	Primary Mathematics
	2008
	


For the Grade Span 3-5 math curriculum materials, 79 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted math curriculum and 87 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core math curriculum.
Grade Span 3-5 Math Curriculum materials:

	Publisher
	Title
	 Year of Adoption
	 Number of Districts

	Math-U-See
	Math-U-See
	2005
	1

	Wright Group/McGraw Hill

	Everyday Math

Everyday Math
Everyday Math

Everyday Math

Everyday Math


	2010

2008-09
2007

1999

1998, 1995


	6



	SRA McGraw Hill
	Growing with Math

Growing with Math

Mathematics
	2007

2000

?, ?


	3

1

	Right Start, Larsen's, State of AK, 
	Right Start Math, Alaska Performance Tasks, Problem Solvers, Larsen's Mat
	2008
	1

	Saxon
	Saxon Math
	2008
2007

2005

2001,2002
	9

2

	Houghton Mifflin
	HM Math
Math Expressions
	2007, 2006

2003
	2

1

	Kendall/Hunt
	Math Trailblazers
	2002
	1

	Math Learning Center
	Bridges
	2001,2007
	2

	Harcourt
	Harcourt Math
	2006/07
	1

	Glencoe
	unspecified
	2002
	1

	Singapore Math
	Primary Mathematics
	2008
	1


For the Grade Span 6-8 Math Curriculum materials, 76 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted math curriculum and 87 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core math curriculum.
Grade Span 6-8 Math Curriculum materials:

	Publisher
	Title
	 Year of Adoption
	Number of Districts 

	Math-U-See
	Math-U-See
	2005
	1

	Glencoe/McGraw Hill
	MathScape
Mathematics: Applications & Concepts

Course 1 & 2 pre-algebra
	2007-08
2007, 2002

2008
	1

5

1

	Core Plus, Connected Math, Larsen's, State of AK
	Core Plus Math, Connected Mathematics,  Alaska Performance Tasks, Problem Solvers, Larsen's Math
	2008
	1

	Saxon
	Saxon Math

Saxon Math 76.III edition
	2008
2007

1999

2006

2002
	10



	McGraw Hill/Wright Group 
	Everyday Math 
Pre-Transition Math 
	2007 
2000

2005
	2



	McGraw Hill
	Mathematics
	2007
	2

	McDougal Littell
	McDougal Littell Math, Course 1-3
	2006, 2003
	2

	Pearson Prentice Hall
	Connected Mathematics Project
	2001
	1

	Holt
	Harcourt Math and possibly Holt Math (levels 2 & 3 depending on ability)
Middle School Math I, Middle School Math II, Pre-Algebra
	2006/07
2006
	2

1

	Holt McDougal
	Pre Algebra & Algebra
	2007
	1

	Houghton Mifflin
	HM Math (6)
	2006
	1

	AGS Publishing
	7/8 Pre-Algebra
	2002 + 2004
	1

	SRA
	
	2005
	1


For the Grade Span 9-12 math curriculum materials, 76 percent of districts require their teachers to follow the adopted math curriculum and 83 percent reported that their teachers independently choose materials to supplement the core math curriculum.
Grade Span 9-12 Math Curriculum materials:

	Publisher
	Title
	 Year of Adoption
	 Number of Districts

	Math-U-See
	Math-U-See
	2005
	1

	McDougal Littell 
	Algebra  I

Geometry

 Algebra II
	2008-09, 2006, 2003 
2008-09, 2006

2010, 2006
	3

2

2

	Core Plus, Connected Math, State of AK 
	Core Plus Math, Connected Mathematics,  Alaska Performance Tasks, Problem Solvers, 
	2008
	1

	Glencoe
	unspecified

 Integrations Applications Connections  for Algebra I, II, and Geometry
Pre-calculus with Applications 
Core Plus Contemporary  Mathematics
Geometry

Algebra I
	2009
2001, 2008

2001

2001

2001
2006

2006
	6

2

1

1

2

1

1

	unspecified 
	Teacher prepared
	In adoption process
	1

	 Larsen Hostetier
	Trigonometry

Larsen's Math
	2004

2008
	1

1

	Pearson/Prentice Hall 
	Algebra 1 
	2007 
	1

	Key Curriculum Press
	Discovering Algebra, An Investigative Approach
	2007
	1

	Carnegie Learning 
	Cognitive Tutor
Carnegie Math
	2004, 2007

2007
	2

1

	Saxon
	Saxon Math
	1999

2008

2007

2006
	9

	Holt
	Holt Math
	2006
	3

	McGraw-Hill
	 Math Applications
	2007
2008
	1

	AGS Publishing  
	Algebra 
 10th grade Geometry
	1998 
2001
	2

1
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